THE PROBLEMS OF POWER
factor of automatic renewal. Le roi est mort,
vivele roil"
"If it be true/' I said, "that Nitti, in the
year 1920, aspired to become president of an
Italian republic, do you suppose that he was
shipwrecked on the rock of Italian monarchical
sentiment? In Germany we had had kings for
many centuries, but they disappeared one and
all in the course of a single week. Italy is a much
younger country, and has had so many republics/'
"Only here and there, and episodically,"
replied Mussolini briskly. "The whole of the
south has been used to monarchical rule for
hundreds of years. When Crispi broke away
from Mazzini, he wrote in a famous letter:
'Monarchy unifies the people, but a republican
system disintegrates it.* "
"The last of our kings," said I, made use
of religious belief to buttress their thrones.
William II and Francis Ferdinand were both of
them convinced champions of divine right, and
I cannot conceive of a king who does not believe
in that doctrine."
"I differ," replied Mussolini. "Nowadays a
king can reign as a sceptic."
"Has the title of king ever allured you?"
"That is a problem in which I have never had
the slightest interest."
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